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The	purpose	of	the	survey	is	to	measure	the	level	of	anxiety		among	the	students	of	
Sri	Venkateswara	College	.	Anxiety	is	prevalent	among	the	college	students	and	there	
are	many	factors	causing	it	.	This	survey	report	basically	points	out	to	the	various	
factors	that	can	be	attributed	to	anxiety.	One	of	the	most	prominent	factor	amongst	
all	is	over	usage	of	social	media.	
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Survey Report on DHMO Hoax 
This survey was done by the following students of Sri Venkateswara College, A. 
Tharanirakshita, Mehak Pandita, Soumya Mallick, Sukanya Bhuyan and Swastik 
Preetam under the Guidance of our Professor Dr. Richa Mishra. 

Purpose of Survey:- 

Our main aim was to assess how people, in this case the students of Sri Venkateswara, 
could be tricked into believing that Dihydrogen Monoxide, i.e.,  simply water is 
lethally toxic and must be banned by signing a petition formulated by us. this 
represented the extent of psychological manipulation that can be achieved by using 
unfamiliar and high sounding terms and phrases along with fabricated data.  

THE	EXPERIMENT	

The aim of our experiment was to find out the extent to which we can influence 
people to believe a false critical and momentous threat or issue. The idea was to 
convince them that a chemical compound named DHMO, Dihydrogen Monoxide, 
Hydric Acid or Hydrogen Hydroxide (which is none other than water actually) is 
severely toxic and affecting the health of people negatively and is detrimental to all 
other living organisms as well in some way or the other, as it present in almost every 
product that we use. We then told them that the Government in our country is 
unwilling to ban this compound in spite of its harmful effects and therefore we asked 
them if they would be prepared to sign a petition online to ban this compound and 
thereby help on a student level. We took some students (17-21 years) from the 
Science Department in our college, as a sample size. We would go to an individual to 
talk and this is how we proceeded with our survey, while video graphing the 
conversation: 

Based on our results, we have divided the people into five categories. 

1. Those who could recognize Dihydrogen Monoxide as water. 
2. Those who seemed disinterested in the issue, displaying ignorance and 

questioning what they can do about it, after all. They agreed to sign the 
petition without any further questions. 

3. Those who seemed interested and concerned but didn’t ask too many 
questions about it and agreed to sign the petition. 

4. Those who seemed really concerned about the issue, added their own points 
(yeah, that’s what the Government do, harmful/toxic products should totally 
be banned, there’s this another toxic compound I know, etc.) and agreed to 
sign the petition. 

5. Those who were reluctant to sign the petition because they didn’t have much 
information about this compound.  


